TOWNSHIP OF KNOWLTON

COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

December 12, 2011

A meeting of the Knowlton Township Committee was held at the Knowlton Municipal Building.  Present were Mayor VanHorn, Deputy Mayor Farber and Committee Member Mathez.  Committeeman Odorizzi arrived at approximately 7:30 pm.  Also attending was Ted Rodman,  Township Engineer and Leslie Parikh, Esq.  The minutes were recorded by Lisa Patton, Municipal Clerk.  

Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by publishing notice of all regularly scheduled meetings in The Star Gazette, Star Ledger or Express Times, as well as providing said schedule in the Municipal Clerk’s office.

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm by Mayor VanHorn with a salute to the flag and roll call.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

A motion was made by Committeeman Mathez and seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber to approve the November 14, 2011 meeting minutes.  Roll Call:  Mathez – yes, Farber – yes, Odorizzi – abstain, Capriccio – absent, VanHorn – yes.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Resolution 11-80

A motion was made by Committeeman Mathez and seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber to

approve Resolution 11-80 and enter executive session for the purpose of discussion of personnel and contract negotiations.  Roll Call:  Mathez – yes, Farber – yes, Odorizzi yes, Capriccio – absent, VanHorn – yes.

The Township Committee returned to public session at 7:55 pm.  

PUBLIC COMMENT/PRESENTATIONS: 

Al Pass, Solarinthebank.com

Mr. Pass reported that he has reviewed current municipal electric and oil usage.  The proposal submitted by Solarinthebank.com offers a $135,000 savings over 15 years.  At the completion of the 15 year period, the municipality receives free electric.  There are zero up front costs.  Solarinthebank.com also offered to upgrade the municipal building to electric baseboard heat with the proposed solar conversion project.

Discussion took place regarding sole source provider contracts, contract compliance, funding and tax credits available.

Township Committee members present were in agreement to authorize the township attorney to

review the proposed contract and advise the Township of the next step.
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Frank Makowski, Emergency Management Coordinator

Mr. Makowski reviewed emergency communications and suggested that a central phone message

at the municipal building to alert residents of current conditions and updates posted via the website would improve communications in the future. 

Mr. Makowski noted the need for the purchase of generators in 2012.

Glen Welch, Charter Partners

Mr. Welch presented the PAIC renewal proposal and reported that PAIC reduced the risk managers fee by 30%.   The 2012 proposal includes a 2% increase of $1,800.00 

Debbie Shipps, 45 Station Road

Mayor VanHorn reported that he and Engineer Rodman visited the Shipps residence at the intersection of Vail and Station Roads.  Ms. Shipps explained that drainage from the county road

is causing flooding on her property and dangerous black ice on the road. 

Discussion took place regarding enlargement of the catch basin on Vail Road.  Bill Clifford,

Mayor VanHorn and Engineer Rodman will follow up with a site visit.

Ms. Shipps also notified the Township Committee of 146 Vail Road, a vacant property overrun with cats causing health concerns.  Ms. Shipps will provide the name of an organization who visits to feed the cats for follow up by the Township Committee.

Mike Pruslak, Route 94

Mr. Pruslak explained he is renting a property on Route 94 with a pond.  He has drained the

pond as much as possible but is concerned with ice forming on Route 94 in cold weather.

Discussion took place regarding ownership of property along Route 94 and the purchase of flooded property with open space tax funds.  Engineer Rodman will follow up on the Route 94 drainage problems.

ORDINANCES:                                    Ordinance 11-13

 Ordinance Authorizing The Transfer of Capital Funds 

For Municipal Improvement Projects

(copy attached)

A motion was made by Mayor VanHorn and seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber to open the public hearing for Ordinance 11-13.  Roll Call:  Mathez – yes, Farber – yes, Odorizzi – yes, Capriccio – absent, VanHorn – yes. 

There being no comment, a motion was made by Committeeman Odorizzi and seconded by Mayor VanHorn to close the public hearing for Ordinance 11-13.  Roll Call:  Mathez – yes, Farber – yes, Odorizzi- yes, Capriccio – absent, VanHorn – yes.
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A motion was made by Committeeman Odorizzi to adopt Ordinance 11-13.  The motion 

was seconded by Mayor VanHorn.  Roll Call:  Mathez – yes, Farber – yes, Odorizzi – yes,

Capriccio – absent, VanHorn – yes.

Ordinance 11-14

Ordinance Amending Section 174.14 Of The Knowlton Township General Code Entitled Vehicles And Traffic

(copy attached)

A motion was made to open the public hearing for Ordinance 11-14 by Committeeman Odorizzi and seconded by Committeeman Mathez.  Roll Call:  Mathez – yes, Farber – yes, Odorizzi – yes, Capriccio – absent, VanHorn – yes.

There was no public comment.  A motion was made by Committeeman Odorizzi to close the public hearing.  The motion was seconded by Mayor VanHorn.   Roll Call;  Mathez – yes, Farber – yes, Odorizzi – yes, Capriccio – absent, VanHorn – yes.

A motion was made by Committeeman Odorizzi to adopt Ordinance 11-14.  The motion was seconded by Committeeman Mathez.  Roll Call:  Mathez – yes, Farber – yes, Odorizzi – yes, Capriccio – absent, VanHorn – yes.  

RESOLUTIONS:


      Resolution 11-81




Resolution Approving Payment Of Vouchers

(copy attached)

Deputy Mayor Farber made a motion to approve Resolution 11-81.  The motion was seconded by Committeeman Odorizzi.  Roll Call:  Mathez – yes, Farber – yes, Odorizzi – yes, Capriccio – absent, VanHorn – yes.

Resolution 11-82

Resolution Requesting Approval From The Division Of Local Government Services For Item Of Revenue And Appropriation

(copy attached)

A motion was made by Committeeman Odorizzi and seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber to approve Resolution 11-82.  Roll Call:  Mathez – yes, Farber – yes, Odorizzi – yes, Capriccio – absent, VanHorn -  yes.

Resolution 11-83

Resolution Requesting Approval From The Division Of Local Government Services For Item Of Revenue and Appropriation

(copy attached)

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and seconded by Committeeman Odorizzi to approve Resolution 11-83.  Roll Call:  Mathez – yes, Farber – yes, Odorizzi – yes, Capriccio – absent, VanHorn -  yes.
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Resolution 11-84

Resolution Requesting Approval From The Division Of Local Government Services For Item Of Revenue And Appropriation

(copy attached)

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and seconded by Committeeman Odorizzi to approve Resolution 11-84.  Roll Call:  Mathez – yes, Farber – yes, Odorizzi – yes, Capriccio – absent, VanHorn -  yes.

NEW BUSINESS:

Municipal Court

Mayor VanHorn reported that Hardwick and Frelinghuysen Township Committees will attend the December 12, 2011 Township Committee meeting for discussion of shared municipal court contracts.

Committeeman Odorizzi asked who is responsible for proposed renovations to the municipal building.  Mayor VanHorn explained each town will pay $5,000 per year for three years to cover administrative and construction costs.  Committeeman Odorizzi inquired about the cost of renovations.  He noted that a rough estimate could be a high as $50,000.  Engineer Rodman said he did not have an estimate of the cost.  

Bill Clifford, Koeck Road, asked if the building would be brought into ADA requirements.  A meeting will be set up to finalize renovation concerns after the December 22, 2011 Township Committee meeting.

Annual Reorganization Meeting

The annual reorganization meeting will take place on Sunday, January 1, 2012 at 11:00 am.

 OLD BUSINESS:

Municipal Property

Discussion took place regarding the Buckman Farm.  The consensus of Township Committee members present was to lease the property for agricultural purposes in 2012.

Brandt Trail

Committeeman Mathez reported that the owner of the parcel has agreed to a Phase II environmental study.

JCP&L

Committeeman Mathez requested that a meeting with JCP&L be set up in 2012 to address routine maintenance and emergency response.

Frog Pond Road Stop Sign

Discussion took place regarding placement of a stop sign at Frog Pond Road and Route 94.

Engineer Rodman will follow up.
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PUBLIC COMMENT:  

Jean Taylor, Mt. Pleasant Road, asked why lights are on at the Ramsaysburg property.  Discussion took place regarding who pays for electricity at the site.  Historic Commission

subcommittee representatives will look into the issue.

ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Lisa K. Patton

Municipal Clerk

121211-5

