Knowlton Township Zoning Board of Adjustment                     December 6, 2011   

Minutes

Knowlton Township Zoning Board of Adjustment
Tuesday, December 6, 2011
There was the regular meeting of the Knowlton Township Zoning Board of Adjustment on Tuesday, December 6, 2011.  Vice Chairman Suggs led the Board in the pledge of allegiance and he also announced that adequate notice of the meeting has been provided in accordance with the “Open Public Meetings Act” by publishing notice of all regularly scheduled meetings in the Star Gazette and the Star Ledger as well as providing said schedule in the Municipal Clerk’s Office.  

Roll call:   Present:          Kantor, Peck, McGeehin, Suggs, and Melillo. 
                  Absent:           McGuiness, Sullivan, and Tillman.     

                  Also Present:  Board Attorney Thomas and Board Engineer Rodman    

 Approval of Minutes:

   Ms. Peck made the motion to adopt the minutes of June 7th, 2011. Motion seconded by Mr.  McGeehin.  Roll call vote: Suggs-yes, Peck-yes, McGeehin-yes, Kantor-abstain, and Melillo-abstain.     

  Mr. Suggs questioned the status of the Simpson Road Problem Statement.  Board Engineer Rodman stated that he believes that he has already taken care of that and he will forward the Board a copy. 

Completeness:

   #11-202   United Methodist Church, Block 33, Lot 2.01
   Richard Keiling, Esq. was present on behalf of the Applicant.  Board Engineer Rodman briefly touched on the report of December 2, 2011 and he noted that there are waivers being requested.  Board Attorney Thomas stated that it is his understanding that it was agreed to begin the hearing tonight, if the Board deems the application complete.  He stated that he believes that the Architectural drawings have now been submitted.  Board Secretary Schemm stated that she has not received any copies; however, she believes that Board Engineer Rodman has.  Board Engineer Rodman recommended that the Board grant the waivers and deem the application complete.

    Mr. Kantor made the motion to grant the waivers and to deem the application complete.  Motion seconded by Dr. Melillo.  Roll call vote: Suggs-yes, Peck-yes, McGeehin-yes, Kantor-yes, and Melillo-yes.     
Hearing:

    #11-202   United Methodist Church, Block 33, Lot 2.01
    Richard Keiling, Esq. was present on behalf of the Applicant.  He reviewed the proposal for the addition to the Church.  The following individuals were sworn in: Chris Carmeci, Charles Anderson, and Thomas Schaefer, PE.  Engineer Schaefer went on to present his qualifications.  
    Attorney Keiling reviewed the proposed addition to add classrooms and community outreach room.  Engineer Schaefer reviewed the building envelope and the setbacks.  The following was submitted and marked as an Exhibit:

   A-1 Architectural Floor Plan, Sheet 1 of 2, dated 10-29-11
   The Applicants then went on to describe the purpose of the proposed addition, how the additional space will be utilized, the location of the outside dumpsters, the properties in the area, parking, and lighting.  The following was submitted and marked as an exhibit:

   A-2   Rendering 
   The Applicants continued to review the proposal.  Board Engineer Rodman reviewed his report, which was discussed with the Board.  Board Engineer Rodman stated that there should be some additional lighting and several Board Members agreed, which was discussed with the Board.  The Board also discussed the drainage and stormwater with the Applicants.  Board Engineer Rodman continued to review the remainder of his report.  

    Board Attorney Thomas noted that there is no public present and he went on to review the possible conditions of an approval, with the Board and the Applicants and the Board continued to review the proposal and the proposed use of the addition with the Applicants.      
   Ms. Peck made the motion to approve the application, conditioned upon the discussion had this evening.  Motion seconded by Mr. Kantor.  Roll call vote: Suggs-yes, Peck-yes, McGeehin-yes, Kantor-yes, and Melillo-yes.  
Other:

   Annual Report of 2008, 2009 and 2010

   The Board reviewed the Report prepared by Board Attorney Thomas. 

   Mr. Kantor made the motion to approve the Report.  Motion seconded Ms. Peck.   Roll call vote: Suggs-yes, Peck-yes, McGeehin-yes, Kantor-yes, and Melillo-yes.    

   Correspondence

   Board Secretary Schemm distributed the WCPB letter regarding the status of the Simpson Road Project and she also distributed the American Fuel Application for next month’s meeting.  Board Engineer Rodman stated that the Applicants for the Simpson Road Project are working diligently to meet all of their outstanding conditions.  
Approval of Vouchers:

   Mr. McGeehin made the motion to approve the vouchers.  Motion seconded by Dr. Melillo.  Roll call vote: Suggs-yes, Peck-yes, McGeehin-yes, Kantor-yes, and Melillo-yes.      

Adjournment:
   In a motion made and seconded the meeting was adjourned.      
Respectfully Submitted:

Alfia Schemm

Board Secretary
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