Knowlton Township Zoning Board of Adjustment                           March 1, 2011   

Minutes

Knowlton Township Zoning Board of Adjustment
Tuesday, March 1, 2011
There was the reorganization and regular meeting of the Knowlton Township Zoning Board of Adjustment on Tuesday, March 1, 2011.  Attorney Michelle M. Corbett-Rivielle led the Board in the pledge of allegiance.  Secretary Alfia Schemm announced that adequate notice of the meeting has been provided in accordance with the “Open Public Meetings Act” by publishing notice of all regularly scheduled meetings in the Star Gazette and the Star Ledger as well as providing said schedule in the Municipal Clerk’s Office.  

Swearing in of New/Reappointed Members:

   Attorney Corbett-Rivielle administered the oath of office to Paul Sullivan.         
Roll call:   Present:          McGeehin, Peck, Sullivan, Tillman, Melillo, and Suggs.  

                  Absent:           Kantor and McGuinness.    

                  Also Present:  Attorney Corbett-Rivielle and Engineer Rodman    

Reorganization:  

   Election of Chairman
   Attorney Corbett-Riveielle called for a nomination for Chairman.  Dr. Melillo made the motion to nominate Richard Tillman as Chairman.  Motion seconded by Mr. Suggs.  Attorney Corbett-Riveielle closed the nominations. Roll call vote: Melillo-yes, Suggs-yes, Sullivan-yes, Peck-yes, McGeehin-yes, and Tillman-abstain.    

   Election of Vice-Chairman:

   Chairman Tillman called for nominations for Vice-Chairman.  Dr. Melillo made the motion to nominate Bill Suggs.  Motion seconded by Mr. Sullivan.  Chairman Tillman closed the nominations.  Roll call vote: Melillo-yes, Suggs-abstain, Sullivan-yes, Peck-yes, McGeehin-yes, and Tillman-yes.        

   Appointment of Board Attorney, Board Planner, and Board Engineer: 

   Chairman Tillman read the Professionals Resolution.  Mr. Suggs made the motion to adopt the Resolution appointing Roger Thomas as the Board Attorney, Ted Rodman as the Board Engineer, and Joseph Layton as the Board Planner.  Motion seconded by Dr. Melillo.  Roll call vote: Melillo-yes, Suggs-yes, Sullivan-yes, Peck-yes, McGeehin-yes, and Tillman-yes.      
   Appointment of Board Secretary:
   Mr. Suggs made the motion to appoint Alfia Schemm as the Board Secretary.  Motion seconded by Dr. Melillo.  Roll call vote: Melillo-yes, Suggs-yes, Sullivan-yes, Peck-yes, McGeehin-yes, and Tillman-yes.      
   Designation of Meeting Date, Time and Place
   Ms. Peck made the motion to designate the meeting dates, as the first Tuesday of the month, at 7:30 p.m. at the Municipal Building.  Motion seconded by Mr. Suggs.  Roll call vote: Melillo-yes, Suggs-yes, Sullivan-yes, Peck-yes, McGeehin-yes, and Tillman-yes
   Designation of the Official Newspaper 
   Dr. Melillo made the to designate the Star Gazette as the Official Newspaper and the Star Gazette and the Star Ledger as the newspapers to receive notice as per the Open Public Meetings Act, the same as the Municipality. Motion seconded by Mr. Suggs.  Roll call vote: Melillo-yes, Suggs-yes, Sullivan-yes, Peck-yes, McGeehin-yes, and Tillman-yes     

 Approval of Minutes:

   Mr. Suggs made the motion to adopt the minutes of December 7, 2010. Motion seconded by Ms. Peck.  Roll call vote: Melillo-yes, Suggs-yes, Sullivan-abstain, Peck-yes, McGeehin-yes, and Tillman-abstain.  

Memorializing Resolutions:  
   #10-201 Cavit Construction, Block 55, Lot 16
   Mr. Suggs made the motion to adopt the Resolution.  Motion seconded by Dr. Melillo.   Roll call vote: Melillo-yes, Suggs-yes, Sullivan-abstain, Peck-yes, McGeehin-yes, and Tillman-abstain.
Completeness:   

   #11-201  Simpson Road Project, Block 14, Lots 1 & 2 

   Richard Stein Esq. was present on behalf of the Applicant and he reviewed the prior approvals granted by the Zoning Board.  He stated that they are applying for Preliminary and Final Site Plan along with two bulk variances.  He then reviewed Board Engineer Rodman’s report of February 28th and the waivers being requested.  Board Engineer Rodman concurred with the waiver requests.  He suggested that the application be submitted to the Environmental Commission for their review and comment.  He also stated that his technical review will be forthcoming.  The Board discussed the Traffic Impact Statement and Board Engineer Rodman suggested that the Board get an addendum to the traffic report, from the Applicant’s Traffic Engineer, addressing the modifications to the plan.  

   Chairman Tillman opened the meeting to the public.  With there being no public comment, the meeting was closed to the public.  

   Board Engineer Rodman recommended that the waivers be granted and that the application be deemed complete. 

   Dr. Melillo made the motion to grant the waivers as discussed this evening and to deem the application complete. Motion seconded by Ms. Peck.  Roll call vote: Melillo-yes, Suggs-yes, Sullivan-yes, Peck-yes, McGeehin-yes, and Tillman-yes.  

   Attorney Stein thanked the Board and he stated that they will be back at the Board’s April meeting. 

Other:

   Mr. Suggs asked for a status report on the remainder of the Cavit violations. Board Engineer Rodman stated that he spoke with Zoning Officer Rabtzow and the property owner has turned over the signage issue to the tenant. The Board discussed the procedure and the “Letter of Abatement”.  Attorney Corbett-Rivielle stated that she will look into the “Letter of Abatement” and Board Engineer Rodman stated that he will request an update from Zoning Officer Rabtzow.   

   Annual Report of 2008, 2009 and 2010

   The Board briefly discussed the annual report and the Board discussed the process and if there are any recommendations to be made.  The Board agreed to defer the adoption of the Annual Report, until next month, to give everyone an opportunity to think about recommendations.  Board Secretary Schemm stated that the Board Members can email her any suggested recommendations prior to the next meeting, so that she can forward them to Board Attorney Thomas and perhaps he can incorporate them into a revised draft, for the Board’s consideration at next month’s meeting.  

  Chairman Tillman requested an updated Roster.   
Approval of Vouchers:

   Mr. Suggs made the motion to approve the vouchers.  Motion seconded by Dr. Melillo.  Roll call vote:  Melillo-yes, Suggs-yes, Sullivan-yes, Peck-yes, McGeehin-yes, and Tillman-yes.  
Adjournment:
   In a motion made and seconded the meeting was adjourned.      
Respectfully Submitted:

Alfia Schemm

Board Secretary
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